
 

1 

Replace existing locks with ones which are resistant to bumping and picking.   

Unfortunately, lock bumping and lock picking are traditional locksmith techniques which are 

used by thieves for breaking into houses. By investing in locks which are resistant to these types 

of manipulations, you will increase the level of safety of your home considerably. The 

investment will be worthwhile.  

2 

Be careful who you give house keys to.   

It is best to give spare keys to one or two trusted people who you have close relationship with. 

You should avoid giving keys to young children. Similarly, if any service people come to your 

property, you should try to be there when they visit instead of providing them with keys.  

3 

Have top and bottom bolts installed on French doors for added security.   

These doors are among the most beautiful home design elements, but they are often easy target 

to thieves. That is why they must be secured with both advanced locks and additional bolts. This 

measure is not particularly expensive to implement, but it can give you much greater protection.   

4 

Select locks with keys that cannot be easily duplicated.   

The more specific and complex the keys are the less likely they are to be duplicated by a criminal 

who intends to break into your house. It is best if you opt for keys which require your special 

authorization in order to get duplicated professionally. This will give you a much higher level of 

protection.  

5 

Have locks installed on all outdoor structures.   



Garden sheds and other small structures used for storing items or for enjoying hobbies must be 

properly locked when they are not in use. In this way, their contents will be effectively protected. 

Furthermore, you will prevent thieves from accessing tools and devices including keys that can 

be used for breaking into the house.  

6 

Use window locks appropriately.   

Many people get window locks installed, but they often fail to use them effectively. You must 

ensure that the windows are locked at all times when there is no one to keep an eye on them 

either from the inside or the outdoor area of the house. Confirm that all windows are locked 

before you go to bed.  

7 

Change all locks when you move into a new home.   

It does not matter whether you are buying an apartment or a house. Similarly, it does not matter 

whether you are moving into an existing house or into a newly constructed one. You never know 

who may have keys for the old locks. The sooner the replacement takes place the better.  

8 

Pair reliable locks with strong doors and hinges.   

These are all components of the same security system so they must be equally effective and 

dependable. Choose doors which are made from solid wood or steel instead of composite 

material. The hinges must be strong. They must also be on the inside of the door, so that they 

cannot be accessed from the outside.  

9 

Secure sliding doors with heavier-duty locks and dowel rods.   

This measure will work to make these highly vulnerable spots in the house much better protected 

from thieves and other intruders. The locks are defended against commonly used techniques for 

their opening. The rods, on the other hand, prevent the doors from sliding on their tracks.  

10 

Never leave any indication of your address on the keychain.   

People sometimes write their street number and/or street name on a piece of paper attached to the 

keychain. This usually happens when they move into a new place or when they hand keys to 

younger children or seniors. This is a mistake, however, as it may put the house and the person 

carrying the key at greater risk.  

11 

Get a high-security lock installed on the door connecting the house and the garage.   



This is one of the most vulnerable spots in the house despite the common misconception. If it is 

not secured, intruders can easily get from the garage into the house and vice versa and cause 

much greater damage and loss. With a deadbolt lock, the risk will be much lower.  

12 

Inspect all locks for damage on a frequent basis.   

You should do this at least twice a year. You have to check for visible signs of damage such as 

dents, scratches and loose components. You should also pay attention to how the locks operate. 

If you notice even the tiniest issue, you must have it resolved immediately.   
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